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EDITORIAL LETTER. 



To the Readers : 

Are we not inclined in these days to make too much of the 
element of chronology in our study and teaching of the life of 
Christ ? The modern passion for exact dates is an essential 
feature of historical science. The problem of the exact years in 
which Jesus was born, worked, and died, is one which historical 
students of Christianity have labored upon faithfully. That 
Jesus actually lived in the first third of the first century A. D. 
no competent person now denies. But it matters comparatively 
little for practical purposes, however important the facts may be 
for strictly historical purposes, whether he was born in 8, 7, 6, 
or 5 B. C; whether he died in 29, 30, 31, 32, or 33 A. D.; 
whether his public ministry was of one, two, three, or four years' 
duration ; or whether certain minor events of the ministry hap- 
pened in this or that order, or in the spring or autumn of the 
year. Scholars do not find the data sufficient to determine the 
exact years, intervals, and order of events in Jesus' career. And 
the data are not sufficient for this reason : the first generation of 
Christians did not concern themselves with these details. If they 
had considered them important, they would have preserved them. 
But they were after larger things. They held firmly the main 
facts and teachings of Jesus' ministry, and pushed forward to the 
actual realization of the gospel in their own and other lives. They 
were impelled, not by a historical, but by a practical interest. 
The events themselves, not the calendar dates or the exact 
intervals between them, was what the primitive Christians gave 
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attention to ; the words of Jesus in their teaching significance, 
rather than their precise chronological setting, was what inter- 
ested them. And so it results that in the gospel records which 
they prepared, and which have been transmitted to us, the exact 
dates and intervals and settings of all Jesus' words and deeds 
cannot be determined. 

Is it not, then, the part of wisdom for us, when we study the 
life of Christ for practical purposes, to assume the same point of 
view toward it as did the first Christians ? Should we not make 
the details of the chronology of Jesus' life a secondary matter ? 
Are there not more important things to learn and to discuss than 
the precise order, and time of year, of Jesus' words and deeds ? 
The great divisions of his public ministry, and the approximate 
dates of his career, are indisputable and undisputed. Is it a wise 
use of time and energy for the average Bible student to discuss 
the details of date and order about which there is much dis- 
agreement among those who have most studied the life of Christ, 
and for which the information we have can give us no certain 
decision ? 

The harmonies of the gospels which have been in use in the 
past two generations have been largely responsible for the undue 
prominence now given to chronology in the study of the gospel 
history. Those harmonies unwisely attempted to give the exact 
date of each event, the exact interval between events, and the 
exact order of all the events of the public ministry — unwisely, 
because in many cases their statements were mere conjectures, 
and yet these conjectures passed current for ascertained facts 
with the great majority of persons who used their books. The 
latest published harmony of the gospels has with great wisdom 
removed this false emphasis upon the chronology, and this mass 
of conjecture, by not attempting to furnish a chronological 
scheme for the life of Christ ; instead it presents the gospel nar- 
rative practically in its own arrangement, with no additional 
matter. The student's attention is therefore not diverted from 
the main interest and importance of the gospels ; he enters into 
the point of view and spirit of the primitive Christians who pre- 
pared the records ; and the supreme ethical and religious import 
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of Jesus words and deeds becomes the all-absorbing study. 
There is a place for the consideration of the chronological 
details of Jesus' life, but it is not in the general Sunday-school 
or Bible-class study ; there greater things of practical impor- 
tance demand the whole time. 

It gives the editors pleasure to announce that the index to 
the Biblical World, for which one hundred and fifty advance 
subscriptions have already been received, is in preparation. One 
of the journal's faithful adherents, who has had experience in 
biblical work, is to be the author of the index, the Rev. Robert 
Kerr Eccles, of Bowling Green, O. The index will be published, 
as previously projected, early next year, and will cover the sixteen 
volumes of the Biblical World to the close of the year 1900. 

Sunday, September 9, will be in one important respect a 
marked occasion. On that day will be realized the plan of the 
Council of Seventy for a specific and concerted effort to create 
in the churches a vigorous, intelligent activity in the direction 
of better study of the Bible. Hundreds of pastors have sent in 
pledges that the subject will then receive from them the most 
stirring presentation of which they are capable. There is really 
no danger that Bible study will be too strongly urged upon 
people. Education in other lines is forced upon them ; why not 
urge education in the line of religion ? The best educators are 
insisting that religion is an essential ingredient of all true cul- 
ture, of all complete manhood and womanhood. The Bible is 
the preeminent means for instruction in religion. In the past 
this book has proved the supreme guide and inspiration to right 
living; it can do as much for the future if people will under- 
stand it and yield to it. We believe that " Bible-Study Sunday," 
1900, will be for thousands of people a birthday into the blessed 
inheritance of the Scriptures, the knowledge and experience of 
which will become within them "a well of water springing up 
unto eternal life " (John 4 : 14). Certainly we can all join in the 
profound wish and earnest prayer for such a religious revival as 
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